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Abstract

Temples are not just worshiping spaces; they have been one of  the driving forces of  Indian civilization. They cannot 

be detached from the culture of  a region with which they are closely linked. As various practices and rituals of  temples 

are influenced by the regions they are located in, temples on their part have an abiding influence on defining regions. 

Other than religious and spiritual importance, temples play a predominant role in social, economic, and cultural fields. 

The current paper is an attempt to study the cultural significance of  temples in the Kathua district of  Jammu and 

Kashmir. It tries to analyse the role of  temples in designing the Pahadi culture of  the Kathua district and also underline 

the influences of  regions on various practices associated with the temples. Kathua has many temples dedicated to 

different deities linked with varying practices. The present study has concentrated on popular temples, which receive 

devotees from the entire district and are of  historic importance as well. It uses written historical evidences along with 

contemporary works and oral narrations of  the locals to understand the cultural composition of  the temples.
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